
NGNGV Phase 1 Preproposal Conference
for NREL RFP Number RCI-1-31070

What you always wanted to know
About NREL RFPs*

*But were afraid to ask!



Agenda

• Welcome and Introduction

• Participant Registration

• Review of Solicitation

• Answers to Questions Received

• Open Questions and Answers



Review of Solicitation

• RFP No. RCI-1-31070 can be found at:
http://www.nrel.gov/contracts/rfps

• Proposals are due April 3, 2001
not later than 4:30 p.m. (Mountain)

• Section Overview

• Statement of Work Changes



Statement of Work Changes

• DOE’s Office of Heavy Vehicle 
Technologies (OHVT) is the pertinent 
office at DOE.

• Availability of prototypes is changed to 
“as early as 2004, but no later than 
2007”.



Statement of Work Changes

• Task A will:
– Include both assessment and 
demonstration

– Require data
– Include a ‘commercial implementation’ 
date for the proposed methods 
and/or technologies.

– Encourage participation from an 
engine manufacturer.



Statement of Work Changes

• Task A data shall be according to 
Federal Test Procedures and are 
“required” rather than “recommended”.

• Duplicate PM sample trains are not 
required.



Questions & Answers  (continued …)

1. Is the funding for these projects out of 
the FY01 budget? Are additional funds 
available in the FY02 budget and beyond 
for follow-up work identified as a result 
of this work?

Funding for this RFP will be from the 
FY01 budget from NREL and SCAQMD.
Yes, additional funds will be available in 
future fiscal years from various 
organizations to continue on with Phase 2 
of the NGNGV project.



Questions & Answers (continued …)

2. What are the specifics related to the 
interest of and funding available from 
SCAQMD and GTI?

As discussed in previous NGNGV 
meetings, both SCAQMD and GTI have 
committed to funding for Phase 1.  As 
contracts have not yet been awarded, 
funding specifics and funding interests 
from these organizations have not yet 
been finalized.



Questions & Answers (continued …)

3. Are there specific technologies that 
NREL feels should be assessed as part 
of this RFP?

The purpose of this RFP is to provide an 
assessment of available technologies and 
their effectiveness towards 
implementing the NGNGV goals.  Thus, 
we prefer not to make specific 
recommendations in this regard.



Questions & Answers (continued …)

4. What is the expected date for awarding 
this contract?  When does work 
commence? What is the requirement for 
cost sharing?

The first award of an NREL subcontract 
is targeted by May 31, 2001, depending 
on project and amount.  Work would 
commence immediately upon execution of 
a subcontract. There is no requirement 
for cost sharing; it is an encouraged 
enhancement to a proposal.



Questions & Answers (continued …)

5. Where can we learn more about the DOE-
supported advanced technologies stated in the 
Statement Of Work, Background section, 
advanced natural gas engines, new materials, 
enhanced natural gas fuel storage, and reduced 
aerodynamic drag?  Are there others we need to 
know about?  

A good place to start a search on DOE projects 
and information is the Office of Scientific and 
Technical Information (OSTI).  They document 
all the Heavy Vehicle Technology reports.  The 
website address is http://www.osti.gov/hvt/.
This site also contains links to the DOE OHVT 
site.  It should have anything you need for 
Heavy Vehicle Technology, DOE-sponsored or 
otherwise.



Questions & Answers (continued …)

6. What is the significance of the Subcontract 
Sample document?  Is it an example of what we 
would be expected to agree to if our proposal(s) 
were accepted?  Is it a document the offerors 
would be expected to generate?  Is it a 
document that would need to be submitted with 
our proposal(s)?



Questions & Answers (continued …)

NREL provides a sample subcontract schedule so the 
offerors can review NREL’s standard agreement for the 
type of project we envision occurring as a result of our 
RFP.  It gives the offerors an opportunity to examine the 
types of contractual requirements NREL presents in its 
agreements, as well as the opportunity to site exceptions 
to those requirements and terms and conditions prior to 
submitting their proposals.  The sample subcontract will be 
the basis for subcontract negotiations with any offeror 
selected for award under this RFP, and will be issued by 
NREL.  There is no need to return the actual document 
with your proposal; reference to any specific part(s) of it 
may be made within your cover letter, as stated in Section 
10.g, as needed.



Your Turn!  Questions …?

8. And you ask … ?*

Our Answer …



• The timing you request is very short.  Building teams 
takes significant time.  Is there a possibility of extending 
the deadline for submittal?

• Will late proposals be considered?
• Adding time for the proposal will allow the 

manufacturers to look at advanced technologies.
• Will we have to submit a separate proposal to SCAQMD 

or GTI?



• Will you require that the emissions targets be certified?
• Can an agency propose to respond to more than subtask 

in Task A?
• Can an agency submit more than one proposal per 

subtask?
• Are you looking at funding four different tasks under 

task A?
• Can an agency propose to respond to both B1 and B2?
• Are measurements listed in the proposal required?  Not 

all labs have capability to measure SO2



• This RFP looks like it is focused on short term 
technology.  The 12 month time frame effectively rules 
out 0.2 level technologies.  Will you look at more 
advanced technologies that may or may not be ready in 
the 2004 to 2007 timeframe?

• Is there a prohibition against engines that burn some 
diesel fuel (dual fuel)?

• A transient test maybe overly burdensome for a 12 
month program.  Is a correlation from a steady state test 
acceptable?



• Today’s NG engines are 1.7 to 1.8 gram NOx.  
Significant effort will be necessary to determine how to 
get to 0.5 or 0.2 gr NOx.  Is this intended to be only a 
paper study because serious engine work may not be 
possible?

• What are you going to specify in 12 months in terms of 
DF?  

• Two teleconferences each month in Task A seems rather 
onerous.  Is this correct?  Task B says two per quarter.  
Why the different?

• How has this statement of work changed since from the 
webpage.



If you think of other questions 
during the meeting this week…

Please send an e-mail to:
kathee_roque@nrel.gov



Thank You for Your Participation
in the NGNGV Program!

Please Join Us for Dinner 
At the

Holiday Inn Select!


